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Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology

Automotive Technology Department

COURSE NUMBER: AT-495
Spring  2008
COURSE TITLE: SENIOR SEMINAR II

INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Tuff 


Office: Room 21 Dunham
Office phone: 617.423.4623ext136


E-Mail: dtuff@BFIT.edu

Lecture: 2 hrs.

Lab: 2 hrs.   

Contact Hours 56 

Credit hours:  3
Schedule:
Monday and Wednesday  1:00 – 3:00 PM

Instructional 

Material:
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papres. 6th ed. New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 2003.

Prerequisite: 
AT485

Course 

Description:
This concluding course expands on the topics previously developed and approved in AT485. Students will have the opportunity to discuss, organize and refine their chosen projects. The culmination of this course will be the presentation of a formal written Senior Research Project.
Objective:
To continue utilization of the research skills developed in AT619 while writing a research paper that explores an area of interest within the Automotive field. The finished Senior Research Project will be the culmination of this process. 

Outcomes:
The student will produce a research paper that is a minimum of  forty-five pages in length that demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of  the chosen area of  research.  The student will give a formal presentation on his/her area of research.  Additionally, the student will provide a first draft and revisions of his work that meets all writing guidelines. 

Requirements:
The Research paper format has been designated by the Automotive Technology Department in Course material provided in AT485. The paper will follow the MLA method of reference. There is no specified length to this paper, but it must cover the subject completely.  A final verbal presentation of your project will be required and will be fifteen to thirty (15-30) minutes in length. Utilization of visual media (PowerPoint®, overheads and etc.) is expected.

Time Line:



January   
   30
    
Readers List Due


January 
   30

Full Outline Due


February
     27      ROUGH DRAFT DUE


March         26

First Draft Due


APRIL     16

SRP DUE – NO LATER THAN 2:30PM




Pizza celebration!!!


April 
23
Final presentations begin

Acadamic

Honesty:
Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any plagiarism will result  in a failing final grade.  There are no exceptions.
Grading:
The resulting research paper will count for ninety percent (85%) of the final grade. The remaining fifteen percent (15%) will be determined by the meeting of time lines established in this syllabus and the merits of the final presentation. Since there will be no measurement of performance prior to the Mid-term, the mid-term grades will start at a “B”. Meeting of the time line above will determine mid-term grades below that level.

Grading Guide Lines for Papers 


A
Excellent



Complete, thoughtful and well-developed responses/ideas



0 – few mechanical mistakes (complete sentences; punctuation; spelling)


B
Good



Some development of responses/ideas



Few mechanical mistakes


C
Fair



Some development of ideas



Mechanical mistakes interfere with clarity of ideas or distract reader


D
Minimal



Little or no development of ideas



Major mechanical mistakes interfere with clarity


F
Inaccurate or  unclear  ideas, no development



Unreadable

